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appreciate his understanding of how impor-
tant the NCTC is. 

I also want to thank John Brennan, who 
has been the Acting Director of the NCTC. 
I can remember first meeting John—it 
probably seems like a decade ago for him— 
[laughter]—I think it was actually a couple 
of years ago, when he first described what 
this facility would be like. He laid out the 
vision for what would take place here, and 
I want to thank John for his leadership, 
his dedication to the effort. It must bring 
John great comfort, as well as those who 
have worked with John, to see how this 
facility has evolved over time. This is a 
magnificent blend of technology and human 
talent, all working together to break down 
walls and barriers that had existed prior 
to September the 11th, to better protect 
the people. 

And today I’m pleased to announce the 
fact that upon John Negroponte’s rec-
ommendation, that we will nominate Vice 
Admiral John Redd to be the Director of 
the NCTC. He’s a man of enormous expe-
rience. He has served our country with dis-
tinction. He’ll be a good boss. He’ll be 
a person that will be able to carry on the 
tradition of John Brennan. 

I appreciate the Attorney General trav-
eling with me today. We’re not only talking 
about intelligence sharing; we’re telling 
about—we’re talking about how to act upon 
that intelligence today. Attorney General Al 
Gonzales is doing a fine job, as is the Di-
rector of the FBI, Bob Mueller. 

I also appreciate Porter Goss, who is run-
ning the CIA, for joining us today. I went 
out to the CIA the other day, and I re-
minded the good folks who work there that 
CIA stands for Central Intelligence Agency. 
The CIA is a vital part of making sure 
that this country is safe and sound and 
a vital part of making sure that my adminis-
tration and myself get the type of informa-
tion necessary to make the decisions that 
we need to make to make the world a 
more peaceful place. 

I appreciate Fran Townsend, who is my 
Homeland Security Adviser. Fran is con-
stantly briefing me on interagency issues 
and keeping me up to speed about the 
work you’re doing. 

Today we’re also joined by Federal pros-
ecutors and law enforcement officials who 
have helped bring terrorists to justice with 
the help of the PATRIOT Act. I’ll talk 
about them in a minute. Thank you all 
for coming. 

The purpose of the NCTC is to make 
sure our Government has the information 
we need. It’s an information-gathering orga-
nization. It is all aimed—all the work here 
is aimed at keeping America safe. A lot 
of Americans have never heard of the 
NCTC. One of the reasons I came by was, 
hopefully it will help draw attention to the 
good work you do here, so that the people 
of this country can be comforted in know-
ing that 24 hours a day there’s some really 
fine people spending a lot of time doing 
whatever they can to protect our fellow citi-
zens. 

September the 11th showed that pro-
tecting America requires that we remove 
walls between agencies. Here at the NCTC, 
men and women from different agencies, 
of different backgrounds, work side by side 
to share information, to analyze informa-
tion, to integrate information. See, prior to 
the attack, it was—we kind of all went 
about our own merry way. There was some 
interagency dialog but not a lot. And we 
learned a lesson about having walls be-
tween our agencies, and we’re tearing those 
walls down. And here’s a classic example 
of Government working—functioning better 
because of people talking to each other. 

I appreciate the fact that here you pool 
your expertise and your computer systems, 
all aimed at shining the spotlight on en-
emies who think they can hide in the shad-
ows of the world. I appreciate the clear 
picture that you present. See, by working 
together, you’re able to bring information 
to a central spot, and then present a clear 
picture to decisionmakers. 
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I also appreciate the fact that you’re 
helping to ensure that Federal, State, and 
local law enforcement have the information 
they need to do their jobs. Thanks to your 
efforts, we’re confronting the terrorists 
every day. See, the strategy is, we’ll defeat 
them before they attack us; we’ll face them 
overseas before we have to face them here 
at home. And the best way to make sure 
we do so is with the best possible intel-
ligence. 

One of the most important tools to com-
bat terror is the PATRIOT Act. Congress 
passed the PATRIOT Act with over-
whelming bipartisan majorities. Over the 
past 31⁄2 years, law enforcement and intel-
ligence officers have proved that the PA-
TRIOT Act works. It’s a good piece of leg-
islation. The PATRIOT Act has made a 
difference for those on the frontline of tak-
ing the information you have gathered and 
using it to protect the American people. 

At the end of this year, 16 key provisions 
of the PATRIOT Act are set to expire. In 
other words, the act that has worked, the 
act that has delivered good results or given 
people the tools to deliver results, is now 
set to expire. That doesn’t make any sense 
to me, that if something is working, why 
should it expire? We need to renew the 
PATRIOT Act. We need to renew the PA-
TRIOT Act because it has strengthened our 
national security. And here are four ways 
it has strengthened our national security. 

First, it authorizes law enforcement and 
intelligence to share vital information. Can 
you believe our system didn’t allow parts 
of the FBI to share information? For exam-
ple, if the intelligence group didn’t—had 
a piece of information, they couldn’t share 
it with the enforcement people, the law 
enforcement people. That doesn’t make any 
sense. And so the PATRIOT Act enabled 
us to tear down walls. 

Secondly, the PATRIOT Act allows law 
enforcement to use the same tools against 
terrorists that they already use against 
criminals like drug dealers and mob bosses. 
It seems to make sense to me. I know 

it makes sense for the American people 
that if it’s okay to use a certain tool to 
track a drug lord, we ought to be able 
to use that same tool to track a terrorist. 
And that’s what the PATRIOT Act pro-
vided our law enforcement with, the ability 
to react consistently. 

Thirdly, the PATRIOT Act adopts the 
law to meet high-tech threats like computer 
espionage and cyberterrorism. It was a 
smart thing to put in the PATRIOT Act 
new provisions, provisions of law that said, 
‘‘Wait a minute, the enemy can use the 
Internet; why shouldn’t we be able to coun-
teract that activities—that activity by the 
enemy?’’ 

And finally, the PATRIOT Act protects 
the privacy and civil liberties of every 
American. That’s what the American people 
have got to understand. The PATRIOT Act 
conforms to our Constitution, that as we 
fight this war on terror, we’ll honor our 
Constitution. As we fight the war on terror, 
we’ll protect the civil liberties of our citi-
zens. 

Let me give you some examples of how 
Federal prosecutors and law enforcement 
agents have used the PATRIOT Act to get 
results. Mike Battle, the former U.S. Attor-
ney for the Western District of New York, 
is with us. Mike helped prosecute the 
Lackawanna Six terror cell. See, there was 
a terror cell existing in the United States 
of America. And Mike and law enforcement 
officials there, in the summer of 2001, 
started investigating the Lackawanna Six. 
But they had to set up two separate inves-
tigations, a criminal investigation for drug 
crimes and a separate intelligence investiga-
tion for terror activity. And agents from 
the two investigations did not discuss their 
findings with each other. 

Then Congress passed the PATRIOT 
Act, and the two sides started sharing infor-
mation. See, prior to the PATRIOT Act, 
parts of the same FBI office couldn’t dis-
cuss a case with each other. And as a result 
of information sharing, the agents discov-
ered that the suspects had attended an Al 
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Qaida training camp in Afghanistan. The 
prosecutor used the information to build 
a convincing case, and today, all six of the 
Lackawanna folks are in Federal prison. In 
other words, the PATRIOT Act worked. 
We’ve got hard-working people in the field, 
and so we gave the people tools—simple 
tools—that said, ‘‘Here, this will enable you 
to better do your job.’’ You can’t ask people 
on the frontline of the war on terror to 
protect the American people and then not 
give them the tools necessary to do so. 

Carol Lam is with us. She’s the U.S. 
Attorney from the Southern District of 
California. The information-sharing provi-
sions in the PATRIOT Act helped Carol 
and her team connect the dots in an Al 
Qaida drugs-for-weapons plot. They put to-
gether such a strong case that two defend-
ants admitted their plans to sell drugs for 
Stinger missiles and then sell those missiles 
to the Taliban. They’re now in prison, 
thanks to Carol’s good work and thanks to 
the ability for prosecutors and law enforce-
ment to use the tools of the PATRIOT 
Act to better protect the American people. 

Rob Spencer is the U.S.—Assistant U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia. He worked with Paul McNulty and 
used information obtained through the PA-
TRIOT Act to lock up 10 men from the 
Virginia Jihad network. Some of those ter-
rorists trained at camps in Pakistan and 
hoped to attack American troops in Afghan-
istan. Information from the investigation 
has also helped lead to the prosecutions 
of terror suspects in Australia and Great 
Britain. 

I mean, not only are we sharing informa-
tion here at home; we’re sharing informa-
tion with our allies, with our coalition part-
ners. See, terrorists are willing to strike at 
anybody who loves freedom, and our job 
is to protect free societies—the freest of 
all societies here at home and the free soci-
eties amongst our coalition partners. And 
the PATRIOT Act has helped do just that. 

Kelly Moore is the Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney of the Eastern District of New York. 

Kelly used information-sharing provisions in 
the PATRIOT Act to build a case against 
a terrorist bankroller who had boasted 
about personally handing $20 million to 
Usama bin Laden. They also busted an-
other money raiser who planned to fund 
Al Qaida and Hamas. They were extradited 
to Germany, and they were convicted of 
the charges in March of this year. 

This is another example of the use of 
the PATRIOT Act to protect our country. 
I mean, listen, we got people who want 
to support these killers with their money. 
And part of securing the country is to cut 
off the flow of money, is to chase the 
money. By chasing the money, we can find 
facilitators. So these good folks use the PA-
TRIOT Act to help find the money, and 
by finding the money, we helped remove 
a threat to the United States of America. 

John Kavanaugh, FBI Special Agent in 
Florida—John used the PATRIOT Act to 
help prosecutors pursue a case against 
three alleged terror supporters for funding 
murders and kidnappings abroad. Two of 
them are now in Federal custody, and the 
other is serving time overseas for terrorist 
activity. 

Robert Schumaker, FBI Supervisory Spe-
cial Agent from Illinois—Robert led the in-
vestigation that helped close down a phony 
charity in Illinois that was channeling 
money to Al Qaida. Robert’s efforts, com-
bined with the information-sharing authori-
ties in the PATRIOT Act, allowed prosecu-
tors to build a case against a director of 
that sham organization. 

We’re not only finding people and bring-
ing them to justice; we’re shutting down 
their sources for money. We’re taking away 
their lifeblood, which is money. Listen, 
we’re a free society, and people come and 
take advantage of our freedom. And so 
what we’ve got to do is use information 
and intelligence to deny them the capacity 
to funnel money, in this case to organiza-
tions that want to do harm to the United 
States and our friends and allies. 
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I want you to know that the information 
sharing as a result of the PATRIOT Act 
allowed the prosecutors in this case to build 
a case against the director, and he’s now 
in prison. We’re patient here in America. 
We’re slowly but surely dismantling an or-
ganization that wants to do us harm. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes; we will 
stay on the offense. We spend a lot of 
time here in America protecting our bor-
ders and ports and airports, but the best 
way to secure the country is to stay on 
the offense, is to go find them before they 
can hurt us. And that’s exactly what we’re 
doing. 

And the PATRIOT Act has helped us 
accomplish that objective. The PATRIOT 
Act has helped save American lives, and 

it’s protected American liberty. For the 
sake of our national security, the United 
States Congress needs to renew all the pro-
visions of the PATRIOT Act, and this time, 
Congress needs to make those provisions 
permanent. 

I want to thank you for letting me come 
by. I appreciate the hard work you do. May 
God bless you all and your families, and 
may God continue to bless our country. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. at 
the National Counterterrorism Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Paul McNulty, U.S. 
District Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Virginia; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea and an Exchange With Reporters 
June 10, 2005 

President Bush. It’s my honor to wel-
come the President of our very close ally 
to the Oval Office. I’ll have a statement; 
the President will have a statement. Then 
I’ll answer two questions from the Amer-
ican press. 

I first want to express my country’s deep-
est condolences for the accident that took 
place, where a U.S. military vehicle killed 
a Korean woman. And we send our deepest 
sympathies to the woman’s families. And, 
Mr. President, I just want you to know 
our heart—our hearts are sad as a result 
of this incident. 

The President and I had a very long dis-
cussion about very important issues. And 
we’ll continue this discussion over lunch. 
And the reason why we’ve had a serious 
discussion on important issues is because 
we’re strategic partners and allies and 
friends. 

I appreciate the President’s good advice, 
and we share the same goals, peace on 

the Korean Peninsula and peace throughout 
the world. We share the same goals: We 
want our peoples to grow up in a peaceful 
society that’s a prosperous society. 

And so, Mr. President, welcome. Thank 
you for coming, and thank you for your 
friendship. 

President Roh. I thank you for your 
warm welcome, and I also thank you for 
the opportunity for us to engage in exten-
sive discussions on various issues. I also 
thank you, Mr. President, for your warm 
message of condolence regarding the unfor-
tunate incident involving U.S. forces Korea. 

This is my fourth meeting with you, Mr. 
President, and my second visit to the 
United States. And every time we meet 
together, Mr. President, questions abound 
regarding the possible existence of dif-
ferences between Korea and the United 
States surrounding the North Korea nuclear 
issue. But every time I meet you, Mr. 
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President, in person, I come to the realiza-
tion that there indeed is no difference be-
tween our two sides with regard to the 
basic principles. In fact, we’re in full and 
perfect agreement on the basic principles. 
And whatever problem arises in the course 
of our negotiations and talks, we will be 
able to work them out under close con-
sultations. 

There are, admittedly, many people who 
worry about potential discord or cacophony 
between the two powers of the alliance. 
But after going through our discussion 
today, Mr. President, I realize once again 
that with regard to all the matters and all 
the issues of great importance, we were 
able to deal with them and we were able 
to bring closure to them smoothly. And I 
am very certain that our alliance remains 
solid and will continue to remain solid and 
staunch in the future as well. 

To be sure, there are one or two minor 
issues, but I’m also quite certain that we 
will be able to work them out very smooth-
ly through dialog in the period ahead. How 
do you feel, Mr. President? Wouldn’t you 
agree that the alliance is strong and every-
thing is working—— 

President Bush. I would say the alliance 
is very strong, Mr. President. And I want 
to thank you for your frank assessment of 
the situation on the Peninsula. And I’m 
looking forward to having lunch with you. 
I’m hungry, like you are. [Laughter] 

So I’m going to answer two questions, 
first from Tom [Tom Raum, Associated 
Press]. 

Situation in North Korea 
Q. Mr. President, just two days ago, the 

Vice Foreign Minister of North Korea said 
they do have a nuclear arsenal and they’re 
building more. Doesn’t statements like that 
make it—suggest that North Korea will not 
come back to the bargaining table? And 
doesn’t it make it harder to bridge the 
kinds of differences that do remain be-
tween the U.S. and South Korea? 

President Bush. No, I—South Korea and 
the United States share the same goal, and 
that is a Korean Peninsula without a nu-
clear weapon. And that’s what we’ve been 
discussing, how best to do that. And the 
President and I both agree the six-party 
talks are essential to saying to Mr. Kim 
Chong-il that he ought to give up his weap-
ons. We’re making it very clear to him that 
the way to join the community of nations 
is to listen to China and South Korea and 
Japan and Russia and the United States— 
and that is to give up nuclear weapons. 
And we’ll continue to work, to have one 
voice. 

We laid out a way forward last June that 
is a reasonable proposal, and we’re still 
awaiting the answer to that proposal. But 
today’s meeting should make it clear that 
South Korea and the United States are of 
one voice on this very important issue. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 
Q. Sir, are there any inducements you’re 

willing to offer to get North Korea back 
to the talks? And if I could ask about Syria 
as well. 

President Bush. Steve, first of all, the 
first part of your two-part question is this: 
Last June, we did lay out a way forward. 
And it’s just not the United States; this 
was a plan that the United States and South 
Korea and China and Japan and Russia put 
on the table. And the plan is still there, 
and it’s full of inducements. 

The second part, on Syria—— 

Syria 
Q. Is it your feeling that Syria still has 

intelligence operatives in Lebanon, and are 
they carrying out targeted political killings? 

President Bush. Well, I’ve been disturbed 
by reports I read in today’s newspaper that 
said that Syrian intelligence officers might 
still be in Lebanon and might still be there. 
And our message—and it’s not just the 
message of the United States; the United 
Nations has said the same thing—is that 
in order for Lebanon to be free, is for 
Syria to not only remove her military but 
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